JOHN SOBIESKI
true, to unite in his own frame the souls of all the great
captains and good citizens of the past." The same Diet
did him the more substantial honour of reversing the
shameful peace of Buczacz. To carry on the war they
arranged to raise an army of 60,000 men, and to place
full authority in his able hands. It is quite true that the
money for the army was not forthcoming, but the
confidence his fellow-countrymen invested in him cer-
tainly moved Sobieski deeply.
He expressed his gratitude by draining his own purse
for this purpose ; and the Pope, whom tradition credits
with unfailing generosity towards warriors against the
infidel, came to his assistance with a substantial sum. A
treasure maintained at Cracow for extreme emergencies
was also drawn upon, and finally Sobieski went out to
meet the Turks, who were entrenched, 80,000 strong, at
Chocim. The Polish army was outnumbered by three
to one, but the military genius of Sobieski more than
made amends. He succeeded in routing them utterly,
and was engaged in the valuation of the spoils when the
news was brought him of the death of King Michael.
However, there was still work to be done in the field,
and he remained to do it, notwithstanding the fact that
a Diet had been called and had already met for the
election of a new king. Great was the surprise of the
nobles to learn that John Sobieski was not there. Queen
Eleanor, the widow of Michael, was deeply concerned
in the election : she wished to marry Charles of Lor-
raine, and shrewdly conceived that this might be made
a condition of his election. Another candidate was the
Duke of Neuberg, the son of that Philip William wko
had been rejected when Michael was elected; he was
supported by Louis XTV.
~" i Diet had already descended to demonstrations of
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